


Today’s Scripture Reading 

Romans 5:1-5



Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith 
into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.  3 Not only that, but we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, 4  and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 
does not put us to shame, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us.
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hope of the glory of God.

Romans 5:1-5                                                   ADVENT | HOPE             



5  And he who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water 
of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will 
have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will 
be my son. 
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3  Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4  and 
endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope,
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We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of 
God that has been given among the churches of 
Macedonia, 2  for in a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 
3 For they gave according to their means, as I can 
testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in 
the relief of the saints— 5  and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 
and then by the will of God to us.
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The great theme of Advent is hope, but it is not 
tolerable to speak of hope unless we are willing to 
look squarely at the overwhelming presence of evil 
in our world. Malevolent, disproportionate evil is a 
profound threat to Christian faith. //  

- Fleming Rutledge, Advent: The Once and Future Coming of Jesus Christ  

Hope is, therefore, not irrational, but rather is based 
upon God, who has proven himself faithful. Biblical 
hope is hope in what God will do in the future. At the 
heart of Christian hope is the resurrection of Jesus. 

- McAlister, P. K. (1988). Hope. In Baker encyclopedia of the Bible (Vol. 1, p. 997) 
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6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his shoulders. And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7  Of the 
greatness of his government and peace there will 
be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.
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5  and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God's love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
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28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins 
of many; and he will appear a second time, not to 
bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 
waiting for him.
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